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Review of polling districts and polling places

If you have any comments or questions please contact:

Elections

Council of the Isles of Scilly

Town Hall

St Mary’s

Isles of Scilly

elections@scilly.gov.uk
1.  
Review of polling districts and polling places in the Isles of Scilly – Background Information and Progress to date

1.1 The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced a change to the timing of compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling places. The next compulsory review must now be started and completed between 1 October 2013 and 31 January 2015 (inclusive).

1.2 Subsequent compulsory reviews must be started and completed within the period of 16 months that starts on 1 October of every fifth year after 1 October 2013.

1.3
The legislation requires that the consultation exercise must seek comments from people who have particular expertise in relation to access to premises or facilities for persons who have disabilities.  

1.4
The legislation requires that throughout the review, all working papers, minutes of meetings and correspondence should be available for public inspection at the Elections Office, Civic Offices.  All items will be published when the review has been completed.

Timetable for this review is as follows:

Adoption by Council


9 December
Arrangements come into force at the publication 

1 March 2015
of the next Revised Register of Electors

2.  The Returning Officer’s Proposals

2.1
The Returning Officer noted in his proposals that the pattern of polling districts and polling places in the Isles of Scilly had evolved to meet the natural boundaries of the Islands and thereby to meet the convenience of electors across the borough.  By and large, he advised, it ensured that electors had reasonable facilities for voting.  Furthermore, in line with the Council’s policies and statutory obligations, every attempt had been made to ensure that polling stations were accessible to electors who are disabled.  Therefore, he proposes ‘No Change’ for all polling stations.

2.2
He took the following considerations into account when drawing up his proposals.  

· the council must seek to ensure that all electors have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances;

· the council must seek to ensure that, so far as is reasonable and practicable, every polling place is accessible to electors who are disabled;

· every parish shall be in a separate polling district;

· ideally the polling place should be in its own polling district;

· there is a general presumption against the use of schools as polling stations because they might need to be closed for the use; they are only used where there is no other available building;

3.  Disability Considerations
3.1
As a council we have a legal duty under the Disability Discrimination Act Part III, Access to Goods and Services, to make reasonable adjustments for disabled people accessing any service we provide (whether they are delivered through our own buildings or a building we don’t own) but are are using for a function such as this.  

3.2
As a council we also have a public duty to promote positive attitude towards disabled people . Therefore all council functions policies and practices are currently regularly reviewed for Equalities Impact Assessment and, it is important that the standards and level of accessibility are met in full.
3.3
While the Council designates the polling districts, polling places and polling stations, it is the Returning Officer, a statutory officer of the Crown who is wholly independent of the Council, who is responsible for hiring and providing an adequate number of polling stations.  Under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 service providers are legally obliged to make any “reasonable” physical adjustments to their premises to make them accessible to disabled people. The legislation covers polling stations. The Electoral Administration Act 2006 sections 18B(4)(b) & (c) provides that: b) the authority must seek to ensure that so far as is reasonable and practicable every polling place for which it is responsible is accessible to electors who are disabled; c) the authority must have regard to the accessibility to disabled persons of potential polling stations in any place which it is considering designating as a polling place or the designation of which as a polling place it is reviewing.
3.4
With the exception of the Town Hall on St Mary’s, all the buildings hired for use as a polling station are new builds.  We believe that the standard of access for disabled persons at these premises is very good.  In no cases, have we have identified inadequate access, however, should any be identified in the future temporary access ramps for such premises, using funds provided in part by the Council and in part by central government will be provided.  When the Returning Officer hires premises, a pro-forma request is issued, which asks about disability access and whether there is a need to provide ramp access for the disabled.  

4   Summary of recommendations to Council

	No.
	Ward
	Polling Districts Affected
	Recommendation

	1 
	St Agnes
	TR22
	Use the newly refurbished Island Hall on St Agnes as a polling station

	2 
	Bryher
	TR23
	Continued use of the Community Centre on Bryher as a polling station

	3 
	Tresco
	TR24
	Continued use of the Community Centre on Tresco as a polling station

	4 
	St Martins
	TR25
	Use the newly constructed Community Hall and Reading Room on St Martins as a polling station

	5 
	St Mary’s
	TR21
	Continued use of the Town Hall on St Mary’s as a polling station


Comments and Proposals of the Returning Officer on the Polling Stations

St Agnes

	Existing Arrangements

	Polling District 
	Polling Place
	Address
	Electors
	Disabled Access

	St Agnes

TR22
	Island Hall
	New Lane, St Agnes, Isles of Scilly
	73
	Yes


	The Returning Officer’s Comments:


This is a newly re-furbished hall and has greatly improved the facilities that were previously available.  The heating, toilets and kitchen have all been significantly upgraded and it is eminently suited to the purpose of a Polling Station.
	The Returning Officer’s Proposals


No change or amendment required.
Bryher

	Existing Arrangements

	Polling District 
	Polling Place
	Polling Station
	Electors
	Disabled Access

	Bryher TR23 
	Community Centre
	Timmy’s Hill, Bryher, Isles of Scilly
	76
	Yes


	The Returning Officer’s Comments:


This recently re-built hall has greatly improved the facilities that were previously available.  It is well suited to the purpose of a Polling Station.
	The Returning Officer’s Proposals:


No change or amendment required.

Tresco

	Existing Arrangements

	Polling District 
	Polling Place
	Polling Station
	Electors
	Disabled Access

	Tresco TR24
	The Community Centre
	Block House Lane, Tresco, Isles of Scilly
	102
	Yes


	The Returning Officer’s Comments:


This recently re-built hall has greatly improved the facilities that were previously available.  It is well suited to the purpose of a Polling Station.
	The Returning Officer’s Proposals:


No Change or amendment required.

St Martins

	Existing Arrangements

	Polling District 
	Polling Place
	Polling Station
	Electors
	Disabled Access

	TR25
	The Community Centre
	St Martins Road, St Martins

Isles of Scilly 
	106
	Yes


	The Returning Officer’s Comments:


This brand new hall has much to recommend it as a Polling Station.

	The Returning Officers Proposals:


No Change or amendment required.
St Mary’s

	Existing Arrangements

	Polling District 
	Polling Place
	Polling Station
	Electors
	Disabled Access

	TR21
	Town Hall
	The Town Hall (Rear Entrance), St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly
	1379
	Yes


	The Returning Officer’s Comments:


Now that the Hall has been re-furbished and the heating, kitchen and toilet facilities brought up to date, it is well suited to being a Polling Station
	The Returning Officer’s Proposals:


No change or amendment required.






