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Foreword

Councillor Robert Francis
Chairman of  the Council

This Climate Change Action Plan is dedicated to protecting the Isles of Scilly for generations to 
come. 

In March 2019,  I was honoured to meet the children of Five Islands Academy on their Climate 
March to the Town Hall on St Marys. 150 local children hand delivered a petition to the Council 
calling for real action in the way we tackle climate change. At the time I told them we would take 
their concerns seriously as we believed the issue was hugely important, not just here on Scilly, but 
around the world. I stood by my word. 

Following their Climate March, I was hugely proud the Council voted unanimously and joined many 
Local Authorities and other organisations across the Country to declare a Climate Emergency. As a 
result of our declaration, we as a Council have committed to bring about wide ranging action, and 
we continue to honour our declaration through our Corporate Plan and our daily service delivery. 

Councillor Steve Watt
Lead Member for Energy, Climate Change and Environment
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Our climate is already changing, you only have to experience one of our extreme storm events or 
look at how low our fresh water levels are to realise we are already experiencing the effects of the 
changing climate here.

The Council has recognised the importance of this global issue and how it can impact our 
community. As a response, we declared a Climate Emergency in April 2019 to reaffirm our 
concerns and push for solutions to the challenges we face. Our ambition to be net zero carbon by 
2030 followed, and has been embedded within our Corporate Plan. This ambition will only be 
realised if the council and the community respond by revolutionising the ways to tackle climate 
emergency through practical local plans of action. The council cannot do this alone, but it can set 
the pace and establish good practice. 

Many achievements are already underway such as embedding our climate emergency in strategic 
documents such as the Local Plan and the Corporate Plan, retro-fitting our council properties to 
make them more energy efficient, the installation of electric vehicle 
charging points around the islands and more recently the Climate 
Adaptation Scilly Project.

This new Action Plan will move the determination still further 
and place the Council as a leader by example in protecting the 
islands for future generations. 

This Climate Change Action Plan celebrates what we have already 

achieved since our last Action Plan in 2011, but also sets out the 

magnitude of the work we need to do moving forward to achieve  

our 2030 net zero carbon ambition. 

I look forward to seeing the actions set out in this plan realised 
and encourage everyone across our island community to get 
involved.



Executive Summary

Climate change is the greatest global health threat of 
the 21st century, but it is also the greatest 
opportunity.

In August 2021, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change reaffirmed climate change is real, present and 
lasting and set out unequivocal evidence that human 
influence has warmed the atmosphere, ocean and land 
to an unprecedented degree, with effects almost certain 
to worsen in the coming decades.

This, our second Climate Change Action Plan builds on 
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмм ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀǊƳǎ 
to our islanders, our visitors, our businesses and all who 
consider the Isles of Scilly special.

Our response to climate change today, the  
conversations we need to have and the actions we need 
to take will impact the lives of our children and our 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
adapt to our changing climate here on Scilly. 

It is important we have these local conversations with 
those who will be impacted by our changing climate in 
their life time. This plan has been developed in 
consultation with them and for them, to ensure our 
community remains resilient to the impacts of climate 
change through both climate mitigation and adaptation 
measures. 
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This Climate Change Action Plan celebrates the steps 
the Council, with our local partners and the community 
have taken over the last ten years, the investment into 
our critical infrastructure, the move away from fossil 
fuels, the installation of our electric vehicle charging 
points and how we have been working to protect our 
marine and terrestrial habitats and species. 

These milestones are welcomed, and were further 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ 
climate emergency in April 2019, our commitment to be 
net zero carbon by 2030 in our Corporate Plan and our 
switch away from fossil fuel powered energy to a 
renewable energy supplier.  Whilst all these actions 
should be celebrated, this is only the start, there is 
much more to do.

This action plan sets out what the Council will be doing 
to combat our carbon emissions over the coming years 
focussing on what we can control (through the direct 
control of sites and services), what we can influence 
(working with our community and local businesses) and 
how we will work with our local partners and national 
stakeholders to ensure we can achieve our ambition to 
be net zero carbon by 2030. 

The plan recognises we cannot achieve this alone and 
collaboration and community engagement is essential 
to delivering our ambition. 

Given the scale, complexity and urgency required to 
respond to climate change, this action plan will adopt 
an iterative approach. 

Whilst setting out the 2030 net zero carbon ambition, it 
will require regular updates to ensure any rapid 
progress or significant changes are captured.  

This approach will ensure the action plan reflects the 
rapidly changing landscape in both a national and 
international context.
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Our key objectives
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What does climate change mean 
for Scilly? 

Our climate is already changing. 

¢ƘŜ aŜǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Y /ƭƛƳŀǘŜΩ όнлнмύ 
reported temperature, rainfall and sunshine for 
2020 all ranked within the top ten highest on 
record in the UK, the first time this has ever 
happened in a single year since records began.

During 2020, the UK experienced the wettest 
February on record with Storms Ciara and Dennis 
bringing heavy rain and high winds, the sunniest 
(driest) May on record, followed by several 
extreme heatwaves in July. There were no major 
snow events in the UK and an obvious decline in 
both air and ground frosts across the country. 

Here on Scilly we have a unique temperate oceanic 
climate which borders a humid sub tropical climate 
which means we generally do not experience the 
hot and cold temperature extremes seen across 
the rest of the UK. However, we have experienced 
greater intensity storms and changes in our rainfall 
patterns throughout the year. 

These changes bring with them the biggest 
challenge the Isles of Scilly will face in the future, 
that of coastal flooding. Initially coastal flooding 
could contaminate our fresh water supplies with 
saline water, affecting not only our vital drinking 
water supplies, but also our freshwater habitats. 6

High intensity storms risk damaging our critical 
infrastructure such as property,  highways, 
telecommunications and our lifeline transport links 
and supply chains we rely on. 

Our changing climate will also bring about physical 
changes to our natural environment, both marine 
and terrestrial. High intensity storms can damage 
our delicate ecosystems, negatively impacting on 
our internationally recognised habitats and 
species, which along with the islands stunning 
landscape supports our local tourism economy. 

Changes in our rainfall patterns will be felt by 
farmers and land managers trying to maintain their 
crops and feeding their livestock. These changes 
are already happening, with some local farmers 
reporting recent challenges over the last 18 
months.

Predicted shifts in temperature may see an 
increase in pests and diseases and associated 
increased invasive flora and fauna negatively 
impacting landscapes and seascapes. 

There is no doubt climate change is going to affect 
ǳǎ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǘ 
moving forward. 
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