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This Climate Change Action Plan is dedicated to protecting the Isles of Scilly for generations
come.

In March 2019, | was honoured to meet the children of Five Islands Academy on their Clima
March to the Town Hall on St Marys. 150 local children hand delivered a petition to the Counc
calling for real action in the way we tackle climate change. At the time | told them we would take

their concerns seriously as we believed the issue was hugely important, not just here on Scilly, but

around the world. | stood by my word.

Following their Climate March, | was hugely proud the Council voted unanimously and joined many
Local Authorities and other organisations across the Country to declare a Climate Emergency. As a
result of our declaration, we as a Council have committed to bring about wide ranging action, and
we continue to honour our declaration through our Corporate Plan and our daily service delivery.

This Climate Change Action Plan celebrates what we have already
achieved since our last Action Plan in 2011, but also sets out the
magnitude of the work we need to do moving forward to achieve
our 2030 net zero carbon ambition.

I look forward to seeing the actions set out in this plan realised
and encourage everyone across our island community to get <
involved. = / —_
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Our climate is already changing, you only have to experience one of our extreme storm eve
look at how low our fresh water levels are to realise we are already experiencing the effects
changing climate here.

The Council has recognised the importance of this global issue and how it can impact our
community. As a response, we declared a Climate Emergency in April 2019 to reaffirm our
concerns and push for solutions to the challenges we face. Our ambition to be net zero carbon |
2030 followed, and has been embedded within our Corporate Plan. This ambition will only be
realised if the council and the community respond by revolutionising the ways to tackle climate
emergency through practical local plans of action. The council cannot do this alone, but it can s:
the pace and establish good practice. &
Many achievements are already underway such as embedding our climate emergency in strétl"
documents such as the Local Plan and the Corporate Plansfittiing our council propertiesto
make them more energy efficient, the installation of electric vehic!~ '
charging points around the islands and more recently the Climate -
Adaptation Scilly Project.

This new Action Plan will move the determination still further
and place the Council as a leader by example in protecting the "
islands for future generations. R ey, 1
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We will ensure our net

- zero carbon ambition is at

the heart of everything
we do

We will reduce our waste e oA
MR and maximise recycling Tk N
g and reuse through our B .“l . J"‘
Waste Reduction Strategy Ve ‘*;‘r ‘|
- - e
— A
> - . >
- S
- i o
." .
- i
v & ,
- i i
sy i X .
- -—r - %

/

Image: Barefoot'Photogréﬁﬁ?i' /iScilI; wildlife Trust Libf'gry 53

fuels , ensuring our buildings are
zero carbon and energy efficient

We will stop using fossil We will ensure all new e —
development across our
islands is low carbon,
embracing sustainable
design and development,
protecting our natural
resources and conserving

our unique habitats

We will ensure our
transport infrastructure
supports clean safe
methods of travel,
promoting active travel
wherever possible

where possible

We will support our
partners, stakeholders
and local community on
their journeys to carbon
reduction

We will engage,
communicate and share
our progress with our

local community

We will adapt to our
changing climate, protecting
our homes, our livelihoods
and our critical infrastructure
from future flood risk and the
wider impacts of climate
change

B

We will work with our
colleagues and partners to
protect and enhance our
natural environment,
safeguarding our marine
life and coastline
landscapes to support
nature recovery

We will work with our
regional and national
policy makers to support
our carbon ambitions



What does climate change mean

for Scilly?

Our climate is already changing.

¢tKS aSi h¥FAOS w{ilLdS 27
reported temperature, rainfall and sunshine for

2020 all ranked within the top ten highest on

record in the UK, the first time this has ever
happened in a single year since records began.

During 2020, the UK experienced the wettest
February on record with Storms Ciara and Dennis
bringing heavy rain and high winds, the sunniest
(driest) May on record, followed by several
extreme heatwaves in July. There were no major
snow events in the UK and an obvious decline in
both air and ground frosts across the country.

Here on Scilly we have a unique temperate oceanic
climate which borders a humid sub tropical climate
which means we generally do not experience the
hot and cold temperature extremes seen across
the rest of the UK. However, we have experienced
greater intensity storms and changes in our rainfall
patterns throughout the year.

These changes bring with them the biggest
challenge the Isles of Scilly will face in the future,
that of coastal flooding. Initially coastal flooding
could contaminate our fresh water supplies with
saline water, affecting not only our vital drinking
water supplies, but also our freshwater habitats.

High intensity storms risk damaging our critical
infrastructyre such as property, .highways, ,
té‘l'egoﬁ]mUniXaticfngagd ohr%‘éirﬁg trz?n’é'pﬂrf'liﬁké’

and supply chains we rely on.

Our changing climate will also bring about physical
changes to our natural environment, both marine
and terrestrial. High intensity storms can damage
our delicate ecosystems, negatively impacting on
our internationally recognised habitats and
species, which along with the islands stunning
landscape supports our local tourism economy.

Changes in our rainfall patterns will be felt by
farmers and land managers trying to maintain their
crops and feeding their livestock. These changes
are already happening, with some local farmers
reporting recent challenges over the last 18
months.

Predicted shifts in temperature may see an
increase in pests and diseases and associated
increased invasive flora and fauna negatively
impacting landscapes and seascapes.

There is no doubt climate change is going to affect
dza Fftfx A0Qa K2¢g 6S 62N]J
moving forward.
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