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Isles of Scilly Local Plan 2015 - 2030

Forewora

At the heart of this Local Plan is a commitment to finding the best
balance between delivering much-needed homes, supporting the
economy and improving infrastructure, whilst safeguarding our
exceptional environment. We have recognised the challenging decisions
that have had to be made, and we cannot shy away from them. Our
responsibilities are to our existing residents and businesses, while
ensuring that future generations’ needs and aspirations to live, work and
enjoy themselves in such a special environment are also achievable. This
plan seeks to ensure Scilly remains a sustainable place:

TO LIVE with quality homes that local people can afford, with effective
and resilient transport links and appropriate services and facilities, to
support our thriving island communities and ensure that Scilly remains
healthy, vibrant and safe.

TO WORK where we will support the right facilities and infrastructure to
enable our existing businesses and new enterprises to expand or relocate
here; bringing well-paid jobs and stimulating investment.

TO VISIT where people choose to come to enjoy our history and
exceptional environment, whilst we protect the delicate balance of
keeping Scilly a rural and peaceful place.

Whilst we accept that the Local Plan is challenging, its proposals,
including the delivery of new homes to support a sustainable community,
present an exciting opportunity to shape our islands in a positive way,
addressing the needs and aspirations of generations to come. We have
produced this Local Plan using extensive evidence. All elected members
of the Council have worked together with the community to produce
proposals that recognise the needs of Scilly as a whole.

Cllr Dan Marcus, Lead Member for Planning 25th March 2021

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 3
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The Local Plan should bnge/ad as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 9

Legal Requirement

Legal Requirements Local
Development Scheme (LDS)

Statement of Community
Involvement (SCI)

Sustainability Appraisal (SA)

Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2010
Habitats Regulations
Assessment (HRA)

National Planning Policy
Framework 2019

Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 and 2012
Local Planning Regulations

The plan has to be prepared in
accordance with the Authorities
LDS (Dec 2018).

The SCIl was adopted in 2015
and the plan should comply
with its requirements.

The plan should be subject to
SA.

The Habitat Regulations
Appropriate Assessment
(Screening Report) needs to set
out whether or not an AA is
required. The approach should
be supported by Natural
England.

The plan should comply with
national policies except where
indicated.

The plan should comply with
both.
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The Local Plan will be used to determine decisions on planning
applications and to provide an indication of where and what type of
new development will be permitted. The 2015-2030 Local Plan is now
the Development Plan for the Isles of Scilly and replaces the ‘saved’
policies of the Local Plan adopted in 2005. In accordance the Town and
Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012, there is a statutory
requirement to review Local Plans within five years of adoption. This
requirement is to ensure that plans remain relevant and up to date.

The Local Plan sets out a vision, objectives and a planning strategy for
development. It includes policies on the type and scale of development
that will be supported through criteria-based assessment on a range of
planning issues which will be used to determine planning applications.
Additionally, the Local Plan identifies sites for new homes, to meet the
islands housing needs.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 10
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This Local Plan covers a wide range of planning issues. Generally, several
policies will be relevant to any development that is proposed on the
islands. Consequently, it is important that the Local Plan is read as a
whole rather than treating each policy or proposal in isolation.
Furthermore, where a policy has a list of criteria, all of them should be
met unless otherwise stated.

All planning applications will be considered against all the relevant
policies and proposals in the Local Plan. Applications that comply with
all relevant policies and proposals will be supported. Some policies in
the Local Plan refer to ‘Supplementary Planning Documents’ (SPDs).
These documents provide more detailed information on specific
planning issues and are intended to supplement certain policies and
proposals. SPD’s may be taken into account as a ‘material consideration’
in considering a planning application.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 11
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What has
influenced the
Local Plan? (1)

The Local Plan has been prepared in accordance with the relevant
planning legislation and regulations. Additionally, its preparation has
been influenced by appropriate national and European legislation,
policies and guidance, as well as local strategies, evidence-based
research and studies and previous consultation and engagement
with the islands’ communities, businesses and visitors.

National planning policies and guidance that have influenced the
Local Plan are set out in the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) 2019 and the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG).
National policies and guidance promote sustainable development,
set a range of core planning principles and emphasise the
requirement to meet the objectively assessed needs of an area.
National guidance also includes a Duty to Cooperate that requires
local authorities to work constructively and collaboratively with
neighbouring authorities and public organisations, in order to secure
economic growth and significantly boost the supply of housing.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 12



Local Strategies

Local Strategy/Plan Year
The AONB Management Plan 2015-2020 2016
Island Futures: A Strategic Economic Plan for the Isles 2014
of Scilly

Housing Growth Plan (Part of the Island Futures Plan) 2014
Infrastructure Plan (Part of the Island Futures Plan) 2014
The Isles of Scilly Strategic Transport Framework 2011
Future of Tourism on Scilly: Blue Sail 2011
The Isles of Scilly Destination Management Plan 2018

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies.

13



Research and

Technical
Studies

Technical Study Year
Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) 2016
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 2016
Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Shoreline Management Plan 2, 2016
Isles of Scilly Mid-Term Review
Energy Infrastructure Plan 2016
Housing Topic Paper 2017
Historic Environment Topic Paper 2017
Local Flood Risk Management Plan 2017
Isles of Scilly Housing Viability Testing 2018 2018
Strategic Housing Market Assessment Update, including 2018
standardised calculation of local housing need _
Infrastructure Capacity Assessment 2018 2018
y

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies.

14
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What has
influenced the
Local Plan? (2)

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) The Local Plan has been subject to a SA
throughout each stage of its preparation. The SA assesses the social,
environmental and economic impacts of the Local Plan’s objectives,
policies and site specific proposals to help ensure it embodies the
principles of sustainable development. This assessment also encompasses:

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
Equalities Impact Assessment (EqlA)

Health Impact Assessment (HIA)

The Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) The Cornwall and Isles of Scilly
Enterprise Partnership consists of representatives from Cornwall Council
and the Council of the Isles of Scilly, as well as business leaders and
educational institutions. The role of the LEP is to lead and influence the
economy of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly by supporting economic growth
through job creation, improving productivity and increasing earnings.
Whilst the LEP operates at a strategic level, policies contained within the
Local Plan need to be consistent with the visions, aims and objectives of
the LEP and where possible contribute towards achieving the LEP's
strategic objectives and vision: ‘By 2030 Cornwall and Isles of Scilly will be
the place where business thrives and people enjoy an outstanding quality
of life.” To achieve this Vision, the LEP plan outlines three objectives:

Business: achieve thriving businesses which excel at what they do.

People: achieve inclusive growth and improve the skills of our
workforce.

Place: improve infrastructure and economic distinctiveness.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 15
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What has
influenced the
Local Plan? (3)

10.

The Local Nature Partnership (LNP) The Cornwall and Isles of Scilly
LNP is a Partnership of those who are working to maintain the
special and unigue environment of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.
The LNP considers the environment in its broadest sense and draws
expertise from a wide range of sectors, including the environment,
health and wellbeing, education and the economy. The Partnership
has Information Classification: PUBLIC already forged strong links
with the economic sector, via the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local
Enterprise Partnerships (LEP) and the two Health and Wellbeing
Boards in the area. The guiding principle of the LNP is that: ‘The
culture, communities and environment of Cornwall and the Isles of
Scilly remain special and unique.

A Duty to Co-operate Local Plans are required to take into account
the implications of planning policies of neighbouring authorities in
recognition that spatial planning issues are not constrained by Local
Authority administrative boundaries. The islands geographic
isolation from mainland UK has made this duty challenging.
Nonetheless, the Council has worked closely with Cornwall Council,
the LEP and LNP, as well as with a range of statutory and non-
statutory organisations at all stages in the preparation of the Local
Plan.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 16
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What has
influenced the
Local Plan? (4)

11.

12.

13.

Cornwall Council has expressed, in particular, a support for the
inclusion of an Objective ‘to secure resilient, year-round transport
services to Cornwall ..." It has also welcomed a policy seeking to move
the processing of waste, up the waste hierarchy by encouraging re-
use and recycling as well as exploring the possibilities for energy
recovery on the islands.

Statement of Common Ground The Council of the Isles of Scilly and
Cornwall Council have signed up to a statement of common ground
which covers important and shared issues relating to the protection
of transportation links. The issue of transportation links is strongly
connected with sustaining the islands’ community, its economy and
tourism as well as transportation issues associated with waste
management and the importation of minerals.

Monitoring and Implementation The Local Plan will be monitored
through the Isles of Scilly Authority Annual Monitoring Report (AMR),
in order to establish whether the policies are achieving their
intended objectives and whether there are unexpected trends or
changed circumstances that may necessitate a review. A monitoring
framework for the Local Plan is set out in the final section of the plan.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 17
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Structure of the
Plan (1)

The Plan is divided into Six Sections with policy maps at the end.

Section 1: introduces the Local Plan and includes the
Spatial Portrait and profile of the islands which gives an
overview of the islands’ characteristics, the issues that
arise from this as well as identifying the Key Challenges and
Issues and the Vision and Objectives for the Local Plan. This
section also sets out the Spatial Strategy, which is the big
picture of ‘where’ and ‘when’ we want activity,
development and investment to take place over the period
to 2030. This includes the distribution of development and
areas that will be protected from development and what
this means for the various areas within Scilly.

Section 2: Promoting a Sustainable Scilly sets out how
development should address sustainable issues. Promoting
Sustainable Scilly includes ten development management
policies ranging from the principles of sustainable
development through to renewable energy and transport.

Section 3: Our Outstanding Environment relates to the
Outstanding Environment and contains seven development
management policies aimed at protecting the natural and
historic environments of the islands. They range from
landscape character to biodiversity and the historic
environment.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 18



Isles of Scilly Local Plan 2015 - 2030

Structure of the
Plan (2)

v
<

Section 4: Our Island Community relates to supporting a
living community and sets out the housing strategy for the
plan period. This section contains policies about where and
what to build as well as polices in relation to the existing
housing stock. There are ten development management
policies within this section.

Section 5: The Islands’ Economy relates to supporting a
working community and sets out the economic policies that
would apply over the plan period. There are six development
management policies that seek to facilitate economic
development proposals where these are compliant with the
objectives of the Local Plan.

Section 6: Monitoring and Implementation sets out how the
Plan will be monitored over the period and what triggers a
review of the policies to ensure the Local Plan remains up-to-
date.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 19



Isles of Scilly Local Plan 2015 - 2030

14. Policies Maps sets out the specific allocations and the existing
designations of the islands. The purpose of the Policies Map is to
identify areas of protection, sites allocated for particular land use and
development proposals to which specific policies apply.

15.  Every effort has been made to make the Local Plan as clear as
. possible. However, it does contain some technical language, so there
PO | | Cy I\/l a p S is a Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations at the very back of this
document, to help readers with the range of new terms that have
been introduced. Where appropriate, footnotes are also included at
the bottom of each page of the Local Plan.

16. The Local Plan replaces all the remaining saved policies from the Isles
of Scilly Local Plan adopted in 2005. A table of the policies that will be
replaced by the Local Plan is included in Appendix 1.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant poILcies. [ 20
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Spatial Portrait

17.  This describes the Isles of Scilly at the beginning of the
plan period. Its purpose is to develop a clearer
understanding of the area, how it functions and to identify
key issues that need to be addressed. Without recognising
the main features that characterise the islands, it would
be difficult to effectively plan for the next 15 years.

Saater 1 e Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 22
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Section 1

Location and Physical
Context (1)

18.

The Isles of Scilly is an archipelago 28 miles off the south west coast of
mainland UK. Comprising five inhabited islands with their own distinct
character (St Mary’s, St Martin’s, St Agnes, Bryher and Tresco)
together with hundreds of smaller uninhabited islands and rocky
outcrops, the Isles of Scilly has a population of 2,203 people (Census
2011). The total amount of land comprising the inhabited islands is
around 6 square miles (15.5 km). This creates a general density of
around 137 people per square kilometre (383 per square mile).
Cornwall has a density of 153 people per square kilometre, and
England has a density of 413 people per square kilometre (or 353
excluding London).

Their geographic isolation from mainland UK, the sparse population
spread over five separate islands and the exceptional quality of the
natural and historic environment, are at the heart of what is special
about the Isles of Scilly. This exceptional environment is the mainstay
of the islands’ economy. The Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) Management Plan 2015—-2020 highlights:

‘The Isles of Scilly are the smallest AONB designation in the UK measuring
only 16 km2. However, the islands possess a diversity of scenery and
designations that belies their small scale. The archipelago combines granite
cliffs and headlands, sandy bays, hidden coves, shifting dunes and saline
lagoons.’ //

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant poILcies. [ 25
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21.

Location and
Physical Context (2)

22.

23.

Section 1

20.

Despite their small domestic and rural scale, most of the
settlements are referred to as ‘Towns’ (8 out of 13). Most of the
population live on St Mary’s and are concentrated in Hugh Town,
the administrative centre, and Old Town. The landscape and
topography of the islands sets the context for the settlements and
buildings, with the exception of Hugh Town where the townscape of
streets provides the setting for individual buildings. Inevitably, with
a small population across five islands, the size of the settlements is
extremely small, and their scale domestic and rural.

Other than Hugh Town, Old Town and Porthloo, all on St Mary’s, and
New and Old Grimsby on Tresco, most of the islands’ settlements
are set back from the coast. Most of the settlements, whilst being
grouped at intersections of lanes, are relatively loose-grained, in
that there are only short streets with individual houses, or short
terraces of no more than three or four houses.

The towns on St Martin’s have the most compact character, whilst
those on the other islands are a little more dispersed. Tresco’s
settlements reflect the ‘estate’ nature of the island in that they are
slightly more formal in layout, often in short, regular terraces.

The Local Plan Scoping Report Consultation 2015 showed that
residents of the Isles of Scilly enjoy and appreciate where they live.
Key words that were particularly expressed included ‘Beautiful’,
‘Environment’, ‘Community’, ‘Safe’, ‘Natural’, ‘Safety’ and ‘Sea’.

/. ‘Quiet unspoiled beauty with great views, unhurried pace of life in a
_— currently unique environment’. Consultation Response 2015

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 26
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25.

Overview of
existing
constraints:
Historic
Environment (1)

Section 1

26.

The Isles of Scilly has a significant number of features of
environmental and historic importance that require additional
levels of protection.

Conservation Area, AONB and Heritage Coast In 1975 the islands
were designated as a Conservation Area, and in 1976 designated
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and defined as a
Heritage Coast. The Jellicoe and Coleridge report ‘A Landscape
Character for the Isles of Scilly’, published in May 1956, provided
the foundation for the designation as both an AONB and Heritage
Coast. The Heritage Coast definition protects 64 km of coastline
around the islands, which is 23 square kilometres of foreshore, cliff
and dune environments. The management of the Heritage Coast
was originally undertaken by the Isles of Scilly Environmental Trust;
it is now managed by the Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust. The
Conservation Area, AONB and Heritage Coast all overlap and cover
all of the islands.

Listed Buildings The islands have a dense and rich historic
environment that encompasses a Conservation Area and 128
Listed Buildings, which include four Grade |, eight Grade II* and
116 Grade Il Listed Buildings. The first buildings were added to the
Statutory Heritage List for England in 1959.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 28
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Overview of
existing
constraints:
Historic
Environment (2)

29.

Section 1

27.

28.

Scheduled Monuments There are a total of 238 Scheduled
Monuments on the islands scheduled under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. Out of the total
for England (19,864 sites), this amount represents 1.2% of all
Scheduled Monuments. These monuments include 119 cairns, 2 16
Civil War batteries, 3 and 86 prehistoric-related structures such as
entrance graves, linear boundaries and regular and irregular field
systems.

Protected Wrecks There are 5 Protected Wrecks around the
islands, designated under the Protected Wrecks Act 1973 (52 in
total nationally), which equates to 9.6% of all Protected Wrecks in
England. These wreck sites are identified as Tearing Ledge,
designated in 1975; Bartholomew Ledges, designated in 1980;
HMS Colossus, designated in 2001; Wheel Wreck, designated in
2007; and the Association, designated in 2014.

Registered Parks and Gardens Tresco Abbey Garden is the only
designated Registered Park and Garden on the islands, registered
under the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953. It
was designated as Grade | in 1987, for the extensively planted
garden with exotic species. The planted garden began in the early
19th century, together with a lake and woodland works; it was
founded by the Lord Proprietor of the islands, Augustus Smith,
who first secured a lease of the islands from the Duchy of Cornwall
in 1834.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 29



Isles of Scilly Local Plan 2015 - 2030

Overview of
existing constraints:
Historic
Environment (3)

Section 1

30.

31.

Historic Environment Records (HER) and Archaeological Constraint
Areas (ACA) There are over 2,400 Historic Environment Records on the
Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Historic Environment Record (HER), which
includes the above statutory designations plus undesignated sites,
findspots and 771 wreck sites. Additionally, in 1995, 174
Archaeological Constraint Areas across the islands were defined, with
the intention to serve as a graphic aid to planning officers and others
dealing with the management of the environment.

Heritage at Risk (HAR) The annual Heritage at Risk Registers are
produced by Historic England and seek to track the state of any
designated heritage asset, including improvements or continued
decline. The Isles of Scilly are home to a remarkable historic
landscape, in which many hundreds of well-preserved prehistoric
monuments survive. By far the majority are cairns and chambered
tombs of the early Bronze Age. Yet the beauty of the islands can make
sites difficult to manage, with access limited by weather and tides. In
2018, seven remarkable cairns and tombs were added to the Register.
The sites have been overwhelmed by scrub, bracken, and invasive
species like New Zealand Flax. Incredibly, ten sites were removed from
the register thanks to improved working relationships with the Isles of
Scilly Wildlife Trust, and the volunteers of the local Community
Archaeology group; these volunteers raise awareness of these
features, clear them of vegetation and restore them as features in the
landscape, for people to enjoy. A creative partnership between
Historic England, the Isles of Scilly Council, and with the Cornwall
Archaeological Unit as the principal contractor, has also played a
significant role, as have grants from Historic England and Natural
England-funded Countryside Stewardship agreements.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant poILcies. [ 30
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Overview of existing
constraints: Natural
Environment (1)

32. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) As of 2018
there are 26 SSSIs over 25 different sites on the islands,
covering a mix of terrain environments. The natural
environment designations covering 557.92 hectares of
land across both the inhabited and uninhabited islands.
The condition and status of each SSSI ranges from
favourable condition, such as Big Pool & Browarth Point
on St Agnes and Castle Down on Tresco, to
unfavourable but recovering status, such as the SSSI on
Annet, and Chapel Down on St Martin’s (334.43
hectares in a favourable condition and 223.59 hectares
in an unfavourable but recovering condition). The main
habitats comprise earth heritage, neutral grassland,
dwarf shrub heath, standing open water, fen, marsh
and swamp, and supralittoral and sublittoral
environments.

Section 1 The Local Plan should be read as a whole
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Overview of

existing constraints:
Natural
Environment (2)

33.

34.

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) Special Areas of Conservation
are sites that have been adopted by the European Commission
Habitats Directive and formally designated by the UK Government.
The Isles of Scilly Complex SAC designation covers an area of sea
around the island archipelago measuring 26848.62 hectares. It
includes waters around the islands as well as six component
(terrestrial) SSSIs. The SAC is a European Natura 2000 site, with the
primary reasons for protection being the sandbanks that are
slightly covered by sea water all the time, the mudflats and
sandflats not covered by sea water at low tide, reefs, and shore
dock plant species. Grey seals are also included, but they are not a
primary reason for site selection. The SAC s also known as a
European Marine Site (EMS). The special features (habitats and
species) of the SAC are listed below:

1110) Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time;
(1140) Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide;
(1170) Reefs.

Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) The Isles of Scilly Marine
Conservation Zone are a collection of inshore sites located around
the Isles of Scilly, consisting of 11 separate sites covering a total
area of 30 km2. The sites were designated in 2013 and span a
broad range of physical conditions, which support an exceptionally
high diversity of habitats and species. The depth of the seabed
varies considerably across the 11 areas, extending from mean high
water mark to depths of 70 metres in places. The sites encompass a
wide variety of marine habitats and their associated species.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 33
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35.

Overview of
existing
constraints:
Natural
Environment (3) .

Section 1

36.

The importance of the marine environment has been previously
recognised through the designation of the above Isles of Scilly
Special Area of Conservation (SAC), and 10 of the 11 sites lie within
this designated area. The Isles of Scilly MCZ complements the SAC
by offering protection to species and habitats that are not
protected by the SAC.

Special Protection Area (SPA) The purpose of a SPA is designed to
protect rare or vulnerable bird species (as listed in Annex | of the
Birds Directive); and other regularly occurring migratory bird
species. The Isles of Scilly Special Protection Area covers 394
hectares over 26 rocks and islands. The site is designated for the
European storm petrel and lesser black-backed gull, as well as a
breeding seabird assemblage. SPAs are designated under the
European Commission Birds Directive 1979, and are strictly
protected.

In 2018, the UK Government consulted on a proposed marine
extension of the SPA (pSPA) for the Isles of Scilly. The proposed
extended SPA would include the additional qualifying species of
the European shag and great black-backed gull. At the time of
writing the Local Plan, this has not been formally designated.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 34
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Overview of
existing
constraints:
Natural
Environment (4)

Section 1

38.

39.

Ramsar Site The Ramsar wetland site on the Isles of Scilly
encompasses extensive areas of undisturbed intertidal sandflats
and sublittoral sandy sediments. The Ramsar Site overlaps with
the SPA site and is protected through the Convention of
Wetlands (Ramsar, 1971). Although the sites in and around
Scilly are sheltered, the shallow sandy sediments include little
mud or silt because the surrounding seas have a low suspended
sediment concentration, resulting from the islands’ isolation
and the presence of fully marine oceanic water. The shallow
sublittoral sediments are colonised by the most extensive and
best-developed eelgrass Zostera marina beds in southern
England (Hocking & Tompsett 2001). The Isles of Scilly are
surrounded by reefs and rocky islets, some only extending into
the shallow sublittoral, others extending well beyond 50 m in
depth. The qualifying species of the Isles of Scilly Ramsar Site
include the protected species of the European storm petrel and
the lesser black-backed gull.

Wildlife and Protected Species The islands are home to a range
of European protected species and UK priority species (BAP).
Wildlife includes mammals such as the lesser white-toothed
shrew, also known as the Scilly shrew, which is endemic;
Nationally and internationally important numbers of breeding
seabirds; species of bats, including the common pipistrelle;
birds of prey including owls; and waders such as the greenshank
and oystercatcher. The islands host globally endangered species
of lichens, and nationally scarce rare flowering plants and ferns.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 35
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40. The population of the Isles of Scilly is seasonal, reflecting the

\\ influence of tourism. The resident population is around 2,300 but
N increases to as much as 6,000 in the peak of summer. Much of the

population is based on the largest Island, St Mary’s with around
1,720. The Off-Islands have smaller resident populations; Tresco 175,
St Martin’s 136, St Agnes 85 and Bryher 84.

Ove rV| EW Of \ 41. The population of the Isles of Scilly peaked in 2008. Any modest
future growth proposed with this Local Plan will, in part, return to
. . that peak. The 2017 estimate shows a population of 2259, which is 74
eX | St' n g \ people fewer than the 2,333 population in 2008. This recent decline
\ has fluctuated year on year and diverges from the overall trend since

1991, where there has been a growth of 10 people per year, in
contrast with the 2008-2017 average being a loss of 8 people a year.
This recent decline has clear and significant implications for the
sustainability of the economy and services on the islands, should it
continue.

constraints:
Population and
D h 1 Along with the loss of the younger generation (who leave due to
e mOg ra p y educational needs or employment opportunities; and, due to the

higher house prices and fewer career opportunities, are less likely to
return), retirees migrate to the islands to take advantage of the
beauty of the landscape and slower pace of life. This places an
/i increased pressure on local services. The 2016 Strategic Housing

7/ Market Assessment (SHMA) found that the most significant feature of
7/ demographic change is the ageing population. Whilst this is not
significantly above the ageing rate of the mainland population, it will
impact on demand for supported housing, health and local services,

and will require adaptations that allow residents to remain in their
own home.

a4
J /
a4

J . . . ..
Section 1 The Local Plan should /bg,,r’/,ead as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 37
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\\C\;\ 43. The working-age population, which refers to those between the ages of 16
and 64, is set to decline from the current 65% of the population to 54% by
2030. This decline may have implications for the availability of people to

\ fulfil key roles within the community and economy.

Overview of

existin g Island Population (2011) l“\llrit;::s()Square
constraints: StMary's 1723 2.54
Population and meso 175 115
De mograp hy ( ) ) St Martin’s 136 0.92
Bryher 84 0.74
St Agnes 85 0.69
/ Total 2203 6.04

2300 (2014 estimate)

// . . . . .
Section 1 The Local Plan should /b%jrﬂead as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 38
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Section 1

44.

45.

Ethnic Diversity The 2011 census recorded a population of
2,203, of which 98.8% were of a white (British, Irish or Other)
background, with less than 2% of the islands’ population being
of Mixed, Asian or Black background. During the same period,
the percentage of the overall UK population that identified as
white British was 86%, and in the South West this was 95.3%.
The South West is one of the least ethnically diverse of the nine
regions of England, with the Isles of Scilly being at the extreme
end of the diversity spectrum.

Housing The 2016 SHMA showed there to be 989 households on
the Isles of Scilly, of which 412 are owned / shared ownership
accommodation, 187 are social rented accommodation, and 390
are privately rented / rent-free. Households on the Isles of Scilly
are much more likely to be in privately rented accommodation
than in Cornwall or England and Wales, and less likely to own
their own home. There are 195 second homes and 190 ‘other
properties’, which are assumed to be holiday lets and time-
shares. The SHMA has provided up-to-date information on the
housing profile of the islands. Key findings confirmed many of
the collective assumptions to be true, including much higher
house prices than on the mainland, a lower-wage economy, a
low availability of owner-occupied housing, and limited access to
affordable housing.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 39
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Overview of
existing constraints:
Population and
Demography (4)

Section 1

46.

Housing Survey This was carried out in November 2015, as part of
the 2016 SHMA. This survey indicated that 32.5% of the islands’
housing stock is owner-occupied (with a mortgage) and 11.1% is
owner-occupied (no mortgage); that 30.1% is private rented
accommodation and 11% is Council rented accommodation, while
only 4.8% is rented by a registered provider; and with 10.5% being
accommodation tied to a person’s employment. The private rented
sector is nearly three times greater than the national average of
13.2%. This group includes those renting from a private landlord or
from a friend or relative. 15.8% of households are social housing
tenants, which is lower than the national average of 17.7%. Around
44% of households are owner-occupiers, compared to 63.4%
nationally. These figures highlight the specialised tenure situation
of the islands.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 40
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Overview of
existing constraints:

Population and *

Demography (5)

Section 1

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) The IMD 2015 is the official
measure of relative deprivation for small areas (or
neighbourhoods) in England. It can be summarised in a range of
ways to describe relative deprivation among local authorities. The
IMD ranks every small area in England from 1 (most deprived area)
to 32,844 (least deprived area). It is common to describe how
relatively deprived a small area is by saying that it falls among the
most deprived 10 per cent, 20 per cent or 30 per cent of small
areas in England (although there is no definitive cut-off point at
which an area is described as ‘deprived’).

The IMD combines information from seven domains to produce an
overall relative measure of deprivation. The domains are combined
using the following weights: Income Deprivation (22.5%);
Employment Deprivation (22.5%); Education, Skills and Training
Deprivation (13.5%); Health Deprivation and Disability (13.5%);
Crime (9.3%); Barriers to Housing and Services (9.3%) and Living
Environment Deprivation (9.3%). In addition to the Index of
Multiple Deprivation and the seven domain indices, there are two
supplementary indices: the Income Deprivation Affecting Children
Index and the Income Deprivation Affecting Older People Index.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 41
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Isles of Scilly Within Least Deprived Within Most Deprived

Income Deprivation 10%
Employment 10%
S Deprivation

Education, Skills and 20%
Training

Health Deprivation 10%
and Disability

2015 Indices of Crime 30%

. . Barriers to Housing 30%
D e p r I Vat I O n Living Environment 10%

Income deprivation 10%
affecting children

Income deprivation 20%
affecting elderly

Overall IMD Score 40%

For the overall index of deprivation: the Isles of Scilly is ranked 21,789 out of 32,844, placmg
the islands among the least deprived 40% of areas in England. a

Section 1 The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 42
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49.  The viability of the islands’ economy has long been an important
issue. As far back as the 1965 Jellicoe Report, it has been
recommended that future developments seek to maintain a viable

Ove rVI eW Of economy. Successive and subsequent economic surveys have been
undertaken to establish whether this is possible and what is
required to achieve a viable economy.

eXI Stl N g con St ral ntS 50. The latest economic assessment was carried out in 2014. The Island

Futures Strategic Economic Plan recognised that Scilly has a high
ECOnOmy a nd level of skilled trades and professional-level employment, which
deliver the year-round and permanent services to the community,
including healthcare, education and community support services.
E m p I Oyment ( 1 ) The largest business sector on the islands falls within the
administrative and support services sector, closely followed by the
accommodation and food sector. This reflects the dominance of
‘tourism’, which remains very significant to the islands’ economy.

Section 1 The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 44
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51. InSeptember 2016, the Council agreed to incorporate the Island
\\ Futures Strategic Economic Plan (IFSEP) as part of the wider

\ Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Strategic Economic Plan (CIoSSEP). This
\\ decision was made to ensure that the wider overarching issues and

priorities of the CIoSSEP retained a local island focus.

! ‘The future of Scilly is in the hands of the islanders. While there may be
Overview of future of Scilly f 4

support and encouragement from elsewhere, essentially it is for the
islands to determine and then deliver the future that they want. Given the

eX| St | N g con St 'd | N tS exposed and remote position of Scilly and the small population, it may

never be possible to have the level of services that are enjoyed on the

ECO n O my a n d mainland. However, Scilly has much deeper and more precious qualities

that will underpin the success of the islands’ economy.

E m p I Oyme nt ( 2 ) Making sure that the future is a bright one requires change. That change

needs to bring about much closer and more supportive communities who
will work together to create a shared future. That change needs to be
focussed on the needs of the next and future generations and how they
can survive and thrive. That change needs to be open to the ideas,
investment and critical mass that new residents can bring - adding to the
rich mix that is the Isles of Scilly.”

g Isles of Scilly Strategic Economic Plan 2014

Section 1 The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 45
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N 52.

53.

Key Issues and
Challenges (1)

Section 1

The Local Plan seeks to ensure that development is supported by a
delivery framework that will: promote sustainable economic
growth; result in sustainably located and planned housing; support
appropriate transport and infrastructure planning; and conserve
and protect the islands’ outstanding environment. The Local Plan
will have a pivotal role in helping to sustain all that is special about
Scilly — its people, character and qualities.

The Local Plan seeks to positively address a variety of key
challenges and issues facing the Isles of Scilly. The exceptional
environment, coupled with its location, makes the Isles of Scilly a
very special place that offers unique opportunities and advantages
over the rest of the UK; this was acknowledged through the
inclusion of the Smart Islands programme for the Isles of Scilly in
the Government’s 2017 Industrial Strategy for the UK. The islands
are therefore well-placed to face the future with optimism and
confidence. Nonetheless, Scilly’s isolated and remote location, with
a tiny population base spread across five separate islands, means
that it faces some significant challenges; not least its vulnerability
and unsustainability. Recent population decline has changed the
longer-term growth trend, and any ongoing decline in the available
workforce (working-age population) could have significant impacts
on wider aims to adapt and improve the local economy.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. a7
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\ 54. The economy of the Isles of Scilly is vulnerable, as it is unusually
self-contained, dominated by a few business sectors such as
tourism, and with a high proportion of very small businesses. Over
the past 30 or 40 years, the Isles of Scilly has enjoyed relatively
benign economic and social conditions. The tourism economy grew
rapidly and provided a good living to many people on the islands.
But more recently, the islands’ economy has suffered a decline.
Visitor numbers have dropped, and farming and fishing have

Key | SS u eS a n d contracted. All of these factors have impacted on the viability of the

islands’ community.

C h a | | e n geS ( 2 ) 55. The Local Plan must be responsive to the specific challenges and

issues facing the Isles of Scilly, so that it can build on its strengths,
realise opportunities and tackle underlying problems, in order to
prevent further economic and population decline. The ambition is
to work proactively with applicants and investors to secure
developments that improve the economic and social conditions of
Scilly, whilst protecting and enhancing its outstanding environment.
The focus will therefore be on finding solutions to secure
development that sustains the islands’ future.

Section 1 The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 48
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\\ 56.

Key Issues and 57.

Challenges (3)

Section 1

Some of the fundamental issues facing the Isles of Scilly are
identical with those of other island communities, and cannot be
easily addressed through the Local Plan; these include costly
infrastructure, high transport and freight costs, and reduced
competition and limited domestic markets that are too small to
provide economies of scale. The following challenges and issues are
not ranked in any particular order of priority or importance, and
will inevitably overlap:

Housing Building sufficient decent affordable homes for the
community is the single biggest challenge. To ensure the long-term
sustainability of the islands, more homes are required, to overcome
the acute shortages of affordable accommodation. These are
necessary to meet Local Housing Needs, which currently exist due
to the marked disparity between house prices and rents, given the
low average incomes and the high proportion of second and
holiday accommodation. The challenge is to build a sufficient
amount of decent affordable homes to address this shortage, in the
context of exorbitant building costs compared to the mainland UK,
within an exceptional environment with limited land and significant
infrastructural constraints.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 49
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Key Issues and
Challenges (4)

Section 1

58.

59.

Environment Protecting the exceptionally high-quality environment
and its significant landscape, heritage and nature conservation assets.
The exceptional and outstanding environment establishes the natural,
cultural and historic distinctiveness and identity of the islands and
underpins its economy, particularly through tourism. Future
development must be sensitive to the area’s significant environmental
assets; it must ensure that the local character, distinctiveness and
environmental quality is not compromised, and is wherever possible
enhanced, as a consequence of development.

The Isles of Scilly support nationally and internationally important
populations of seabirds. The important land areas for seabirds are
accordingly designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),
Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar Site. Seabirds have been
recognised as a priority for conservation and to support a strategic
approach to seabird management, a Seabird Conservation Strategy has
been written for the period 2018-2023. In addition, all island 6 yearly
monitoring of the special features of the SPA is carried out alongside
annual seabird counts. The overall number of seabirds breeding within
the Isles of Scilly archipelago in 2015/16 (8266 pairs) has decreased by
9.8% in the last nine years. There has been a 14.3% decline in the SPA
population since the SPA baseline and a 31.3% decrease in the size of
the total population since 1983 (the date of baseline data used for the
SSSI notifications on Scilly in 1986) when 12,063 breeding pairs of
seabirds were recorded. Such a decline in the result of any number of
factors that need to be addressed, including increased disturbance,
risks from invasive, non-native species and climate change; these
along with habitat loss, are the biggest threats to the natural
environment.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 50
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60. Creating a more self-sufficient and resilient community through the
achievement of sustainable development will require efforts to
\\ minimise environmental impacts; reduce the islands’ carbon
N footprint; and respond to the increased risk of flooding, given the
N significant threats from coastal erosion and the impacts of a
\ changing climate. Whilst the islands have always been exposed to
storms, these are likely to become more frequent and severe,
bringing risk of flooding, damage to buildings and livelihoods, and
pollution of drinking water.

61. Infrastructure Improving the capacity, resilience and sustainability of
the islands’ infrastructure, to address current constraints through

K | d new development and investment opportunities, including Smart
ey SS U eS a ﬂ Islands and similar programmes. Historically, the provision of
infrastructure has been disjointed, with a legacy of underinvestment.
C h a | | e n eS (5 ) Providing affordable and sustainable energy, drinking water,
g sewerage treatment and waste management practices for a remote

island population within a sensitive environment is expensive, and
presents considerable practical challenges. For example, the Isles of
Scilly ranks eighth highest, among other Local Authorities in England,
for fuel poverty: the proportion of households considered to be ‘“fuel
poor’ in 2016 was 15.5%, against the English average of 11.1%, with
the South West average being 10.2%, and Cornwall 12.8%.2
Electricity consumption data shows that the Isles of Scilly has the
second-highest average domestic consumption per household out of
all British local authority areas, at 7,801 kWh. The Shetland Islands
- are top, at 9,706 kWh, with Great Britain’s average being 3,931 kWh,
~ and 5,276 kWh for Cornwall.

Section 1 The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 51
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Key Issues and
Challenges (6)

Section 1

62.

63.

Additionally, the logistics of an island community make the disposal
of waste very challenging. In 2016/17, the Isles of Scilly had the
lowest recycling rates in the South West region, at 19%; this
contrasts with Cotswold District Council, which had the highest
recycling rates in the South West, at 60%.4 During the course of
2017 through to 2020 waste management practices on the islands
have dramatically improved in terms of in rolling out household
kerbside recycling collection with an increase in recycling rates
exceeding 30% for the first time.

Economy Attracting sustained investment and enabling a
strengthening and diversification of the economy, and overcoming
the dependence on low-income and often seasonal employment. In
accordance with the Islands’ Future Strategic Economic Plan, and
with its emphasis of building on the opportunities of the Smart
Islands programme and superfast broadband, the growth in
research, technology and knowledge-based sectors could broaden
the economic base of the area, and increase employment
opportunities that are more skilled and better paid. Additionally,
there is a need to capitalise on and strengthen the quality and value
of tourism, given that it will continue to dominate the islands’
economy over the plan period; whilst recognising its vulnerability to
transportation, climate change and financial shocks. Creating a
successful economy will require businesses to develop new
opportunities, become more productive, and continually adapt to
new challenges. Economic success will also require changes to the
current declining trend of the working-age population.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 52
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. 64. Community Facilities Ensuring the provision of an adequate range of
services and facilities to meet the current and future needs for all
N ages in the community, including education and lifelong learning,
N integrated care and health, retail, culture and cultural spaces and
N leisure facilities. Fundamental to this challenge is recognising that a
\ rapidly ageing population will have implications for the types of
homes that must be provided, and the availability and access to
social and health care services. There will be workforce-related
requirements to continue to support an older population, which are
linked to the housing aspirations of this Local Plan. Similarly, and in
relation to continued improvements to the educational needs of
future generations, it will be important to deliver sufficient suitable
d homes on St Mary’s and the off-islands, to support the needs of the
Key | SS U eS a ﬂ education workforce. The local housing market should have
sufficient flexibility and capacity to support the development of a

C h a | | e n geS (7) skilled and experienced workforce.

65. Transport Supporting better access across the islands, in particular
supporting sustainable and active transport solutions, by foot,
bicycle or electric vehicles; and enabling people to access amenities
such as schools, shops, employment and essential infrastructure
through a range of transport options, maximising opportunities for
all. New housing, employment and community development
opportunities will need to promote active travel within and across
island communities, as indicated in the spatial strategy section of the

Local Plan. Strategic transport links to the mainland are fundamental
— to the future sustainability and viability of the islands, although

= improving such links are largely outside the scope of this Local Plan,
//// it is critical that these are safeguarded.
The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 53
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Section 1
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Spatial Planning
Vision (1)

The spatial planning vision sets out how the Isles of Scilly &, = 71« s
could develop as a place to meet the future needs of its - -
local residents, businesses and visitors. The essential

principle embedded within the Local Plan is to contribute to
the achievement of sustainable development by enabling
and supporting new homes, securing more effective and” &
improved infrastructure and services, and enabling bettest ==
paid jobs, whilst protecting and wherever possible %
enhancing the islands’ exceptional environment. This Local =
Plan provides an important platform to realise this
ambitious vision, by establishing a positive framework with
the aim of removing current barriers to sustainable growth
and investment.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole.
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Spatial Planning
Vision (2)

69.

Section 1

67.

68.

In 2030: The Isles of Scilly is a highly desirable place where people
are able to live well, work productively, and move freely between
islands and the mainland; they can also benefit from excellent
education, leisure, health and social care facilities, within a world-
class environment in harmony with nature. The distinctiveness and
exceptional environment, with the influence of the sea, continue to
provide a strong sense of community, identity and belonging; these
remain vital assets for the islands’ economy and well-being.

In 2030: Innovative systems and technologies have taken advantage
of the islands’ location and environment, and provided the catalyst
for achieving exemplary and innovative sustainable development,
thus providing a model for how other communities around the
world can function.

In 2030: The islands’ communities have access to a range of homes
that are more affordable, adaptable and accessible to everyone,
including families and older people.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 56
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Spatial Planning
Vision (3)

Section 1

70.

71.

72.

In 2030: The Isles of Scilly is a strong, competitive and diverse
economy that benefits from inward investment and innovation.
Businesses have access to a locally based, highly skilled workforce,
reflecting high-quality learning as well as internships and cultural
exchanges — through, for example, the Smart Island programme.
Tourism is thriving through the year, with good-quality and value
accommodation, and services in harmony with the outstanding
environment.

In 2030: The islands’ infrastructure is a beacon of sustainability for
the UK and beyond; it provides an affordable, innovative and low-
carbon model for managing energy, water and waste, with
considerable benefits to the environment and residents’ quality of
life.

In 2030: Residents, businesses and visitors enjoy more affordable,
resilient and reliable transport links to the mainland and between
islands throughout the year, following improvements to transport
services and networks.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies.
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Strategic Aims and
Objectives (1

The local plan will seek to achieve its spatial planning
vision and address the key challenges and issues by
supporting development through its strategic policies,
guided by the strategic aims of:

Section 1
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Aims

Strategic Aims and .
Objectives (2)

Section 1

. Maintaining an outstanding and world-class environment and

ensuring that its distinctive and significant seascape and
landscape, heritage and nature conservation assets are protected,
valued and enhanced.

. Ensuring the provision of infrastructure and utilities to create a

more sustainable, resilient and self-sufficient Isles of Scilly.

. Creating a balanced local housing market that provides housing

choice and meets the existing and future needs of the community,
enabling economic prosperity.

Creating a more competitive, diverse and resilient economy based
on an exceptional and inspirational environment that can adapt to
change and challenges and maximise opportunities by building on
its strengths and underpinned by effective infrastructure and an
appropriately available and skilled workforce.

Engendering and supporting a strong, vibrant and healthy island
community with an improved quality of life for its residents.

Adapting to the effects of climate change on people, wildlife and
places by increasing resilience, matching the vulnerability of land
uses to flood risk, and managing surface water in the most
sustainable way.

Minimising carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases and
supporting measures that contribute to carbon neutrality and
mitigate against the effects of climate change.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 60
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Strategic Aims and
Objectives (3)

Section 1

Aim 1: Maintaining an outstanding and world-class environment and
ensuring that its distinctive and significant seascape and landscape,
heritage and nature conservation assets are protected, valued and
enhanced.

Objectives:

* Ensure new development is appropriately located, sited and designed
to maintain and enhance the environment avoiding any significant
environmental impacts, or provide appropriate mitigation including
the reuse of previously developed land and the more efficient and
effective use of all sites and buildings.

* Improve the quality of the natural environment, including coastal
waters, through the provision of better infrastructure and appropriate
management.

* Promote the prudent and sustainable use of resources and the
minimisation of waste and pollution.

* Protect the distinct identities and characteristics of individual islands
and settlements.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 61
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Objectives (4)

Section 1

Aim 2: Ensuring the provision of infrastructure utilities to create a
more sustainable and resilient and self-sufficient Scilly.

Objectives:

* Support improvements and secure investments to modernize the
islands drinking water, sewerage and waste management operations
and infrastructure to ensure that it is affordable and complies with the
appropriate legislation and regulations.

* Engender a planned and coordinated approach for securing
infrastructure provision as part of, and in step with, new development
and investment opportunities.

* Support clean, environmentally acceptable and flexible energy
technologies (including renewable energy generation and storage) and
more efficient grid technologies that move the islands towards a low
carbon economy.

62



Isles of Scilly Local Plan 2015 - 2030

Aim 3: Creating a balanced local housing market that provides
housing choice and meets the existing and future needs of the
community, enabling economic prosperity.

Objectives:

St rateg | C A] MS an d * Provide affordable, decent as well as a range of well-designed homes,

appropriate to meeting the current and future needs of the

: : community, including the needs of an aging population.
Objectives (5)

* Permit open market homes only where it enables the delivery of
affordable homes through cross-subsidization on allocated sites,
where it is proven that there is no other source of grant funding.

* Support the needs of businesses through establishing a positive
framework to deliver staff accommodation across the islands.

Section 1 The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 63
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) Aim 4: Creating a more competitive, diverse and resilient economy
\ based on an exceptional and inspirational environment that can
| adapt to change and challenges and maximise opportunities by
building on its strengths and underpinned by effective infrastructure
and an appropriately available and skilled workforce.

Objectives:

* Provide a wider choice of better paid and skilled jobs through the

St rateg | C A] m S a n d creation of a more competitive and diverse economy.

Encourage research, innovation and entrepreneurship through

O bJECt|VeS (6) enhanced ICT opportunities.

* Provide sustainable growth in tourism in response to changing
markets with a focus on improving the quality and value of its product,
particularly tourism accommodation, in assets and where it
complements the exceptional and outstanding environment.

* Permit new development that supports agriculture and horticulture in
recognition of its cultural and economic importance and where it
contributes to sustainably managing the islands outstanding
environment.

Section 1 The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 64
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Strategic Aims and
Objectives (7)

Section 1

Aim 5: Engendering and supporting a strong, vibrant and healthy
island community with an improved quality of life for its residents.

Objectives:

* Facilitate growth that improves the sustainability and self-sufficiency
of the island's communities through the provision and retention of
viable services and facilities that supports its cultural, health and
social well-being.

* Support proposals that facilitate modern and integrated health and
social care services to meet the requirements of the community.

* Support investment in social, sports, recreational, leisure and cultural
services and facilities to meet the requirements of the community.

* Ensure that new development and the built environment is designed
to promote healthy living and support an ageing population.

* Support proposals that strengthen or support transportation links on
each inhabited island and between the islands and the mainland,
including connecting transport systems.

The Local Plan should be read as a whole. Proposals will be judged against all relevant policies. 65
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\ Aim 6: Adapting to the effects of climate change on people, wildlife
\ and places by increasing resilience, matching the vulnerability of
land uses to flood risk, and managing surface water in the most
sustainable way.

Objectives:

* Promote high-quality sustainable building and construction to
minimize the risks arising from climate change and ensure new

St rateg | C A| MS an d development is designed and located to mitigate and adapt to the

effects of