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1.00 DESCRIPTION  

 
The property is a five-bedroom detached two storey dwelling, currently forming the Chaplaincy.  
 
The Property is located on Church Road, St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly, directly to the Southeast of St Mary’s 
Church. 
 
The walls are predominantly solid stone construction with a render finish. The roof comprises 2no. dual 
pitches separated by a central valley. The roof is covered with a local slate which is laid in wet laid scantle. 
 
Internally ceilings are predominantly fibreboard with battens. The ground floor is solid and the first-floor 
suspended timber. Windows are predominantly single glazed sash windows. 
 
The property was Grade II listed in 1992 (List No. 1141213):  
 
Rectory. Circa 1830. Rendered granite rubble; hipped slate roof; rendered end stacks. Double-depth plan 
with central stairhall. 2 storeys; 4-window range. Simple pilaster surrounds at angles and between 3rd and 
4th bays. Pilastered porch with 6-fielded-panelled door and diamond pattern glazing bars to overlight. 6/6-
pane sashes. 10/10-pane sashes to rear stairwell. Interior: open-well stair set in internal apse with mahogany 
handrail and stick balusters; large landing with ceiling rose; hall has 2 segmental arches on anthemion 
brackets; reeded fireplace with paterae in one ground-floor room and Greek-style cornice to one first-floor 
room. 
 

2.00 PROPOSAL & IMPACT 

 
2.1 Internal Shutters 

Proposal 

The property has predominantly traditional single glazed sash windows. As a consequence, the property 
suffers from high heat loss during winter months. 
 
Secondary glazing would potentially provide improved heat retention; however it often restricts the use of 
the window (limiting the ability to provide efficient ventilation) and is out of keeping with the property. 
 
There is an original shutter within the sitting room which proves effective at mitigating heat loss during, and 
it is proposed to replicate this. 
 
The solid timber shutters will enhance the character of the property whilst giving the incumbent greater 
control over their internal environment. 
 

Impact 

The alteration will be reversible whilst having a beneficial impact on the character and functionality of the 

building.  

 

2.2 Improved Mechanical Extraction 

Proposal 

The property currently has limited extract ventilation which is contributing to condensation issues.  

It is proposed to introduce extract ventilation to the kitchen and utility rooms (a requirement under current 

Building Regulations) – areas of high moisture generation. 2no. 4” core drills through the walls will be 

required. A conservation vent grill will be fitted externally - Conservation Vent Grille - Cast Iron Air Brick 

Company. 

The existing extractor ventilation to the first-floor bathroom will be improved to ensure effective.  

https://www.castironairbricks.co.uk/product/conservation-vent-grille/
https://www.castironairbricks.co.uk/product/conservation-vent-grille/
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A Positive Input Ventilation System is proposed to be introduced to create reliable air movement and restrict 

condensation and damp issues.  

Impact 

The works will involve minor loss of historic fabric in forming the vent holes – 2no. in the external wall and 1 

no. in the hallway ceiling. The works will have an overall benefit to the long-term condition of the property, 

helping to mitigate damp issues and the associated decay this can cause. 

 

2.3Joinery Replacement 

Proposal 

It is proposed to replace following joinery: 

• First floor French doors (D01) – These units are currently a modern double-glazed unit. The double 

glazing has failed and requires renewal. The room this serves currently provides bedroom 

accommodation. The opportunity will be taken to incorporate opening side lights which will improve 

the ability to ventilate the space more effectively.  

 

• Ground Floor Sitting Room Window (W02) – This is a single glazed casement window. The is a 

modern unit as evidenced by the mouldings/profiles. The frame is rot affected, and it is considered 

more cost effective to replace the unit complete.  

 

• Ground Floor Study/Store (W01) – This unit is an adapted former door – reconfigured as a glazed 

window (with reeded glass) and an open louvre above. The open nature of the louvres currently lead 

to uncontrolled heat losses. 

 
Replacement joinery will be in painted hardwood with double glazing (4,12,4) 

Impact 

The proposed windows are replacing existing modern replacements – therefore there is no loss of historic 

fabric. Neutral impact on character with the windows closely matching the existing. The windows will improve 

the functionality of the building having a beneficial impact. 

 

Plaster Repairs 

Proposal 

The spine partition separating the stairway and dining room suffers from damp.  The wall is solid stone 

construction which will be directly built of the ground. The solid plaster is likely to have been affected by 

moisture rising up from the ground and as such will have hydroscopic salts.  The plaster will absorb moisture 

from the air.  

The proposal is to renew the plaster using Limelite renovating plaster with a mineral paint finish. The existing 

picture rail will be used as a break to ensure that the original cornice is maintained undisturbed. 

Impact 

There will be minor loss of the original plaster due to defect. This has been localised to the minimum required 

to address the issue.  
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3.00 CONCLUSION 

  
The proposal covers targeted minor repairs and improvements maintain the property as the ongoing 
Chaplaincy.  In principle it seeks to improve ventilation and thermal performance to mitigate damp issues 
and ensure the properties condition. The reinstatement of the traditional internal shutters will have a 
beneficial impact on the character of the property.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HISTORIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT – The Chaplaincy, St Mary’s Isles of Scilly     

 

File Ref: 200512  Page 4  

4.00 SUPPORTING PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 

 

 

 
   

1. Existing Internal Shutter  2. Existing internal shutter pocket (no shutter) 
   

 

 

 
   

3. Existing internal shutter pocket (no shutter)  4. Existing door D- 01 
   

 

 

 
   

5. Existing door D- 01 – note interstitial 
condensation  6. Existing door D- 01 
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7. Lounge window - W02  8. Kitchen window - W03 
   

 

 

 
   

9. W 01  10. Hall – High damp readings 
   

 

 

 
   

11. Hall – blown plaster  12. Hall – High damp readings 
   

 


