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Tresco Tresco

“Through the gaps in the trees at the foot of the hill, the long blue shock of the Great
Pool lay awaiting. The Great Pool nearly splits the island in two and on either side lies
hillside woodland. No other Scillonian island can offer such a walk.”

(Hunt, J, Islands apart: the Isles of Scilly 1989)

Character of Tresco

Tresco, like Bryher, has a roughly linear north /
south orientation. The northern headland known as
Castle Down or North End features two important
castles: the remains of King Charles’ Castle on high
ground overlooking the channel and the prominent
round tower of Cromwell’s Castle on the western
shoreline. The southern end of Tresco is dominated
by the wooded upland of Middle Down and Abbey
Wood which shelters the house and gardens of
Tresco Abbey. The valley between Middle Down and
Abbey Hill contains the scenic ‘Great Pool’, a linear
brackish lake surrounded by marshes that almost

The shoreline around Tresco is generally
characterised by sandy beaches and coastal dune
systems. It also has the island’s most dramatic cliffs
at its northern end. There are extremely attractive
bays such as Green Porth with its sandy beach
and prominent military Blockhouse on the adjacent
headland. The heathy headland in the north gives
way in the central part of the island to a managed
and enclosed field system with the small hamlets
of New Grimsby, Dolphin Town and Old Grimsby
stretching across the middle of the island from the
west to east coast

Since the nineteenth century the island has

been leased to the Dorrien-Smith family who

have managed the landscape to create a unique
character. Larger more regular fields were created.
Extensive woodlands predominantly of Monterey
Pine which were planted on the hills and as shelter
belts have long since matured. Augustus Smith
also started the subtropical gardens in the mid
-19th Century. Today the gardens are an attractive
and well known feature of Tresco and of the Isles of
Scilly in general.

separates the island in two.
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Landscape character of the Islands
Coastline

Rocky shoreline

- Sand/shingle beach
- Fortified headland

Hills and headlines

- Headlands and hilltop heathland
- Wooded hills and tree belts
Undulating interior lands

- Enclosed bulb strips

- Pasture fields

Low lying areas

- Valleys with pools and marsh
- Low lying dunes and heath
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Landscape character of Tresco

Porches on Tresco
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Skyline of Tresco
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St Martin’s

The spacious bay with its broad, fabulous, glittering sand...the rocky chaos of

Cruther’s Hill to the left; the bold cliff and fresh ocean stretching to the extent of the
horizon to the right; form a picture which may be contemplated with much interest”

(Woodley, G, A view of the present state of the Scilly Islands, 1882)
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Character of St Martin’s

St Martin’s is the most northerly inhabited island. It
takes the form of a long narrow shape with a ridge
line running approximately east to west along the
centre of the island. Close to the west of the island
is the uninhabited island Tean. White Island which
is accessible from St Martin's at low tide lies to the
North. The Eastern Isles, a group of uninhabited
islands lie to the eastern end of St Martin’s. The
northern side consists of exposed headland heaths
and wild sandy beaches with dunes and a series of
high points from Top Rock Hill, Turfy Hill to Chapel
Down, that form headlands along the coast Chapel
Down and St Martin’s Head are dominated by the
distinctive red and white striped Daymark navigation
marker.

Landscape character of the Islands
| Coastline

- Rocky shoreline

- Sand/shingle beach
- Fortiied headland

Hills and headlines

- Headlands and hilltop heathland
- Wooded hills and tree belts
Undulating interior lands

- Enclosed bulb strips

- Pasture fields

Low lying areas

- Valleys with pools and marsh
- Low lying dunes and heath
- Settlements

LOWER TOWN

The southern side of the island is in the lee of

the ridgeline. Here there is more shelter and the
landscape is one of small fields enclosed by stone
walls and evergreen hedges and areas of bulb strips
set around the three settlements of Lower Town,
Middle Town and Higher Town. A single narrow road
links the settlements and the high water and low
water quays.

The southern shoreline is sculpted into two
distinctive curving beaches; Lawrence’s Bay and
Par Beach, separated by a prominent headland of
Cruther’s Hill.
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Landscape character of St Martin’s

St Martin’s

The middle of the island around Higher Town

has been illustrated to demonstrate the typical
landscape character and settlement pattern. The
more rugged northern coast is illustrated showing
the stretches of exposed heathland and rocky
shoreline in the vicinity of Turfy Hill.

The southern, or lee side of the island’s meridian
ridge is more sheltered and the inhabitants

have established over the centuries a cultivated
landscape of fields enclosed by green hedgerows,
(locally known as fences) and stone walls (locally
known as hedges). There are clear patches of bulb
strips and larger more regular fields for grazing.

The narrow linear bulb strips are generally
orientated in a south or south westerly direction
giving rise to a distinctive pattern of parallel hedges

sweeping down to the sea along the southern shore.

Higher Town is clustered along the south facing
slope between Turfy Hill and the distinctive round
top of Cruther’s Hill on the southern shore.

It is important to consider views from the sea and between islands.

Detailed landscape character, St Martin’s
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Skyline of St Martin’s
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